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Farm Bureau Matters
by Randy Veach  |  President, Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation

American Farm Bureau President Zippy Duvall 
came to Arkansas and charged up a large group 
of county leaders in Woodruff County with 

a message of faith, family and farming, served with a 
big slice of patriotism. It was a message that was well 
received in the heart of the Delta, as you might imagine.

I’ve known Zippy for years. In fact, former Arkansas 
Farm Bureau President Stanley Reed advised me when I 
first joined the American Farm 
Bureau board that I would find 
a steady ally in Zippy, who 
was president of Georgia Farm 
Bureau at the time (and Stanley 
was right!). I must say, Zippy’s 
passionate comments on that 
warm October evening were as 
meaningful and moving as I 
have ever heard from him.

While we toured several 
farms before the Woodruff 
County annual meeting, 
Zippy told me the place he is 
most comfortable is with the 
county Farm Bureaus, the 
grassroots of the organization. 
He understands that is where 
the power and strength of this 
organization resides. That 
influence is strongest, he said, 
when our farmers speak out 
about issues so that our elected 
officials and our neighbors 
understand the needs of those 
involved with agriculture. 

Allow me to recap his comments, though reading 
them from me will not adequately convey the impact that 
hearing his down-home, rural eloquence did that night.

Zippy challenged those involved in agriculture to 
help each other by uniting our voices as one, rather 
than focusing on geographic, commodity or production 
practices that can sometimes segment the different areas 
of agriculture. Zippy understands the purpose of Farm 
Bureau is to bring together all segments of agriculture 
and represent their total interests.

Those in attendance that night heard Zippy say  
“Farm Bureau is where a Georgia farmer worries about  
a California farmer, and a California farmer worries 
about a New York farmer, and a New York farmer  
worries about an Arkansas farmer. And at the end  
of the day, we find common ground so that we can  
speak with one voice, helping each other.

“We are the driving engine in rural America. If 
agriculture can’t be strong, 
our rural communities can’t 
be strong. But that is why we 
need you to be advocates. Your 
Farm Bureau will gladly carry 
your torch, but you are the one 
who has to light it. You need 
to be willing to send an email 
or make a phone call to your 
Congressmen. That is what 
makes this organization strong. 
As a leader of this organization, I 
see the power and potential when 
everybody’s torch is on fire.

“If American Farm Bureau 
can engage its 6 million 
members to help our elected 
officials understand what’s 
good for rural Arkansas and 
America’s farmers, we can move 
things in the right direction. 
We can change the future of 
rural America if we can get 
the three parts of Farm Bureau 
(the counties, the state, and 

the national organization) tied together, activating their 
voice, not as individuals, but as one united voice. What a 
bright future we could create for agriculture. It is in our 
hands. It is within our ability.”

I am honored to call Zippy a friend, and I am so 
pleased to see his influence reach across our great 
country in the name of agriculture.

To hear Zippy’s entire speech, use this link: bit.ly/
ZippyinAR and prepare to be inspired.

God bless you and your families. God bless our farmers 
and ranchers. And God bless Arkansas Farm Bureau.

We are the driving 
engine in rural 
America. If agriculture 
can’t be strong, our 
rural communities 
can’t be strong. But 
that is why we need 
you to be advocates. 
Your Farm Bureau 
will gladly carry your 
torch, but you are the 
one who has to light it. 
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Helping Farmers, Helping You
by Warren Carter  |  Executive Vice President, Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation

Arkansas Farm Bureau is a grassroots organization 
that advocates for and promotes agriculture 
throughout Arkansas, the region and the country. 

We are an independent, voluntary organization of farm 
and ranch families, united to support and fight for the 
interests of agriculture in the public arena. 

I’ve said the words above (or variations of them) 
countless times at meetings and events across the state. I 
see them every day on our website and in our publications 
and promotional materials. 

There are times I start to believe that who we are 
and how we operate should be 
obvious by now, and not worthy 
of constant repetition. Then 
something happens that brings  
me back to reality. 

On Oct. 16, at a public 
comment hearing in Jasper, to 
discuss the Arkansas Department 
of Environmental Quality’s 
decision to deny C&H Hog Farm’s 
permit to operate, the leader of a 
group opposed to C&H spent his 
allotted speaking time talking 
about Arkansas Farm Bureau. 
He attempted to demonize Farm 
Bureau as a faceless corporate 
giant that supports only “big” 
agriculture. While supporters of 
C&H were far more numerous 
(and vocal) at the meeting, a few 
others who spoke tried to push this 
message as well. 

What those speakers didn’t realize as they attacked 
Arkansas Farm Bureau was that they were also attacking  
the majority of those in the room – men and women in work 
clothes, caps and boots who had come directly from their own 
farms and agriculture jobs to attend the meeting. Men and 
women who work hard to raise their families and our food, 
but still make time to stand up for each other and the rights 
of others to farm. They are not our employees and they are 
not paid, but these people are the real power behind Arkansas 
Farm Bureau because they ARE Arkansas Farm Bureau. 

This is exactly why we are standing up for C&H Hog 
Farm and the families that run the farm – Jason and  
Tana Henson; Julie Ann and Phillip Campbell; 
Richard and Mary Campbell; and their children and 
grandchildren. Farm Bureau’s members and volunteer 
leaders have told us that property rights and the right 
to farm are critical to our state’s largest industry 
and necessary if agriculture is to have a future in the 
Natural State. The C&H Hog Farm permit denial 
by ADEQ isn’t just a blow to the families of C&H. It 
represents a clear and present danger to farmers and 

ranchers across the state and a 
threat to the right to farm. 

When we say that we are a 
“grassroots” organization, it is no 
exaggeration. The decisions we make, 
the causes we support and actions we 
take are driven by our members and 
volunteer leaders. At meetings held 
in each county through late summer 
and early fall, these hard-working 
farmers and ranchers take precious 
time away from work to debate and 
develop policies to guide what we will 
do in the coming year. Soon many 
of these same county volunteers 
will gather in Hot Springs for our 
state convention in November and 
finalize our plans and goals for 2019. 
It is democracy in action and it is 
something I am extremely proud to 
be a part of. 

When we gather for our annual meeting, I will walk 
the convention center halls and I will look out from the 
stage during our policy making process and I will see  
what Arkansas Farm Bureau really is: Men, women, 
fathers, sons, daughters, grandparents and grandchildren 
who have dedicated their lives to feeding the world, 
despite mounting financial challenges and frequent 
government overreach. I will also be reminded that our 
mission to advocate on their behalf and to share the 
importance of their work never ends and is, in fact,  
more important than ever. 

There are times I 
start to believe that 
who we are and how 
we operate should 
be obvious by now, 
and not worthy of 
constant repetition. 
Then something 
happens that brings 
me back to reality. 
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s Thanksgiving and Christmas approach, we usually 
think about Black Friday, Cyber Monday and the 
madness of holiday gift shopping, but what 

about the food? How much more time are we 
likely to spend in grocery stores, stocking 
up on all the ingredients for our favor-
ite family recipes, party dishes or 
traditional feasts? 

We may not know 
exactly what gifts 
we’ll give our 
friends 

and loved ones this holiday season, but we know 
we want to serve them food that’s delicious, 

fresh and, of course, safe. As we roll the 
shopping cart (probably with one 

bad wheel) down the grocery 
aisle, we typically rely on 

packaging to tell us  
what we need 

to know  
 

READY OR NOT, GROCERY SEASON IS HERE. 

FOOD FACT
   MARKETING WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE 

YOUR HOLIDAY FOOD 
SHOPPING TRIP

 VS.

A
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about our meat, dairy products and produce 
—serving and nutrition information, where it’s 
from, how it was made, grown or raised and how 
to prepare it. Unfortunately, the information on 
packaging may be more confusing or misleading 
than helpful. 

From “organic” to “natural” to “GMO” and 
“hormone-free,” the variety of terms on the  
colorful logos and labels are more about marketing 
than providing useful information to consumers.  
That’s why we’ve put together this helpful guide  
to understanding your food, its nutritional value  
and what (and what not) to be concerned about on 
those labels. 

Now, let’s jump right to the “meat” of the story…



8 Front Porch    |   ARKANSAS FARM BUREAU  •  FALL 2018

GMOs help us reduce the cost of food.

help us reduce pesticide 
application by almost 
20 percent (based on 
studies since 1996).

help us reduce food waste 
(non-browning GMO apples and 
GMO potatoes that are less prone to 
bruising and black spots).

LOWER 
FOOD 
COSTS

Without GMO crops,
Corn, Cereals, Alcohol would cost 5.8% more
Soybeans, Margarine would cost 9.6% more
Canola Oil would cost 3.8% more

Over 900
studies and publications
Source: The National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine 2016 report

based on analysis of

ANTIBIOTICS
are approved for animal, environmental and 

human health by the Food & Drug Administration. 

Antibiotics are given

to animals to prevent

and manage

diseases.
There is a waiting period 

before the animal can be 
harvested for meat or before milk from that animal can be sold.

This allows time 

for the antibiotics  to clear the 

animal’s system before it is 

sold for consumption

No meat or milk contains
meaningful levels of antibiotics.



FACT: 
GMOs are the most regulated and tested product in agricultural history. 
Additionally, many independent scientists and organizations around the 
world – such as the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization, World Health Organization, American 
Medical Association and the American Association for Advancement of 
Science – have looked at thousands of scientific studies and concluded 
that GM food crops do not pose more risks to people, animals or the 
environment than any other foods. Before they reach the market, crops 
from GM seeds are studied extensively to make sure they are safe for 
people, animals and the environment.

FACT: 
Some GMO crops are genetically engineered to fight off pests. 
Some crops, like corn and cotton, have been genetically engineered 
to resist pests, reducing damage to these crops and the need for 
as many pesticide applications. These seeds contain a protein from 
Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt), a common soil bacterium, allowing 
them to resist very specific pests. The Bt protein is only toxic to 
certain types of insects that feed on the plants. Bt is not toxic to 
humans, other mammals or other insects. In fact, Bt has been used 
for more than 100 years in organic farming as a pesticide spray.

FACT: 
The optimal use of natural resources involves use of both animals 
and plants to produce the nutrients that humans require. For 
example, about half the land area of the United States is strictly 
grazing land – not suitable for crop production. That land would 
be of no use as a food resource if it were not for ruminant, grazing 
livestock. The United States has more than enough cropland to 
grow both feed grains and food crops.

FOOD MYTHS

  9
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A recent report shows that Arkansas is experiencing 
a downward shift in hunting participation that 
could affect the management of the state’s wildlife 

and an overall quality of life throughout The Natural State.
The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission reports a 7 

percent decline in hunters of license age, 16 and older, from 
2013-17. That translates to more than 18,000 hunters not 
in the woods. AGFC officials said decreased revenue from 
license sales and hunting equipment sales could have an 
impact on the Commission’s ability to protect the state’s 
wildlife habitat.

The work of the AGFC to conserve and manage habitat 
is critical to healthy wildlife populations and quality 
recreational activities such as hunting, fishing and just 
enjoying nature, said Chris Colclasure, Deputy Director 
for the AGFC. “For example, the wildlife management area 
system provides more than 3 million acres of public land 
for hunting and enjoying wildlife. While not all acres are 

owned by AGFC, its are calculated in part by the number 
of paid license-holders certified annually.”staff coordinates 
with many partners on habitat, public-use management 
and research.”

Jami Fisher, Chief Financial Officer for the AGFC, 
says the AGFC receives funding through a 1/8-cent 
conservation sales tax, license sales and federal funding. 
“Most of those funds result from direct contribution from 
those who participate in recreational shooting, hunting 
and fishing activities in the state and across the country. 
Federal funding through the Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration Programs

Federal aid received by the AGFC accounts for 
approximately one-third of the agency’s revenue sources, 
and more than 60 grants are active using this funding.

“As we see a decline in participation and licenses being 
purchased, there is a subsequent impact on the amount of 
federal aid the agency is eligible to receive for conservation 

Habitat management could be affected
by falling hunter-related revenue
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work,” Fisher said. “A decrease in 
these funds to the AGFC would 
impact habitat management, land 
acquisition, and maintenance and 
operation of our existing wildlife 
management areas.”

Funds from the sale of hunting 
and fishing licenses aids the 
AGFC in partnering with groups 
like The Nature Conservancy, a 
national organization dedicated 
to preserving the natural 
environment across the globe. 
According to TNC Director  
Scott Simon, the organization 
works with partners to conserve 
natural resources on projects 
across Arkansas.

“Since 1982, we have worked 
with other partners to conserve 
more than 320,000 acres of land 
across the state and currently own 
approximately 35,000 acres for 
project demonstration sites that 
are open for the public to enjoy,” 
Simon said. “Our projects and places help provide clean  
water for the people and wildlife and provide outdoor 
recreation opportunities for Arkansans by providing more 
places to hike, fish, bicycle and connect with nature.”

Simon also says managing habitat effectively is a key 
to maintaining a balance for wildlife. “With abundant 
populations of some species, like white-tailed deer, and the 
decline of others, like the northern bobwhite quail, it is 
important to develop the right toolkit for everyone,” he said. 
“Habitat restoration, prescribed fire, hunting and reforestation 
are just a few of the ways we are working together to create a 

healthy landscape to benefit both the wildlife and people  
of Arkansas.”

While there are many reasons for the decline in hunting 
participation, Bob Karel, Recruitment, Retention and 
Reactivation Coordinator for the Arkansas Chapter of the 
National Wild Turkey Federation, said the most common 
reasons are making the time, awareness of access to hunting 
and fishing locations, and finances.

“The NWTF works closely with AGFC and other agencies 
to save and improve habitat for wildlife and create beginner 
hunting opportunities. Less revenue for those agency partners 

limits the work the organizations can do 
together and the opportunities available 
for hunters,” Karel said.

“The hunting and outdoor lifestyle are 
ingrained in our culture as Arkansans. 
The loss of that heritage would mean 
losing a legacy that matters to thousands 
of families and citizens. People are happier 
and healthier when connected to nature. 
Hunters and anglers should strive to 
maintain that connection and introduce 
others to the outdoors.”

Fire is the most cost-effective method for restoring and maintaining upland 
habitats. Properly managed habitat using proper burning methods can increase 
available high-quality food and cover for game animals at a level twice that of 
planting food plots and a much-reduced cost.

The Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission operates four warm-water 
fish hatcheries, a net pen operation 
and one cold-water hatchery, which 
produce millions of fish each year for 
stocking in public waters.



THE

n discussing concerns about 
where their food comes 

from, many people express a 
dislike or distrust of “corporate 

agriculture” or “factory farms,” 
but few actually have a clear 

understanding of what those terms 
mean, if anything at all,  and how 

they apply. Studies show the vast majority of farms 
in Arkansas and across the country are family 

owned, but the size of many of these family farms, 
the equipment they use and the need to brand and 

grow to make a living have fundamentally changed the 
way many family farms “look.” 

Some people have a nostalgia-driven mental image of 
farming that comes from old family photos and memories or 

the children’s books they read growing up – the type that had 
pictures of red barns and straw hats – but those images are no 
longer the norm. 

In the days of “40 acres and a mule,” owning more land 
meant needing more labor. More humans and more mules. 
But as agriculture has adopted more advanced equipment, 
materials and methods, it now makes more sense to go big. 
There have always been large farms and new technologies, 
of course, but, nowadays, increasing a farm’s size has 
become a matter of survival and owning the new (and 
very expensive) technology has become essential.

“Economy of scale,” a term you may remember 
if you were paying attention in school, is the cost 
advantage of producing in greater quantity. Let’s 
say you buy a candy-making machine for $1,000. 
The cost of ingredients for each piece of candy 
is one cent. The first piece of candy you make 
has a total cost of $1,000.01 – the cost of the 
machine plus a penny for the ingredients. 
But after you make 100,000 pieces, your 
cost per piece is only two cents, because 
you’ve spread your $1,000 capital 

12 Front Porch    |   ARKANSAS FARM BUREAU  •  FALL 2018

by Paul Sage

OF MODERN
CHALLENGES

FARMING
Technology Fuels Increasing Farm Sizes

THE

I
Whether bigger is better or not, it’s become necessary 
to survive in modern agriculture



CHALLENGES

Front Porch    |   ARKANSAS FARM BUREAU  •  SUMMER 2018  13



14 Front Porch    |   ARKANSAS FARM BUREAU  •  FALL 2018

From combines and pickers 
to sprayers, drones, weather 

monitors and climate controlled 
chicken houses, equipment has 

gotten larger, more complicated 
and more expensive.



investment over a larger number of units 
produced. Now you can sell your candy 
pieces for a nickel each and make a profit.

The same laws of candy-making 
economics apply to modern farming and 
livestock production, but with much, much 
bigger numbers. As the tools of agriculture 
have become more technologically 
sophisticated, there are more incentives 
than ever to expand operations and take 
full advantage of economies of scale. With 
significant capital investment, more land 
and more animals can be managed by the 
same number of people.

John Anderson, chair of the Division 
of Business, Applied and Technical Science 
at College of the Ozarks in Point Lookout, 
Mo., explains how our rapidly improved 
technology has accelerated the drive toward 
bigger farms and larger-scale operations. 

“At what scale does technology 
adoption become feasible?” Anderson asks. 
“Equipment has become more complicated 
and expensive, but it’s also more fuel-
efficient, more precise, and has less 
environmental impact.”

Anderson, a Stone County native and 
former senior economist for the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, points to a trend 
to spread fixed costs across large-scale 
production in many areas of agriculture, 
from row crops to livestock. “A cotton 
picker with an onboard module builder can 
cost $1 million.” With that level of spend 
on just one machine, a cotton farmer must 
have the acreage and crop volume to realize 
the value of his capital investment.

“Technology is not as transparent in 
livestock as it is in row-crop farming,” says 
Anderson. “Animal agriculture is full of 
information-based genetic applications. 
Growth in computing capacity has enabled 
us to make more precise breeding and 
feeding decisions. An expensive technology 
that saves a half-cent per bird needs to 
scale.” Anderson noted that poultry feeding 
systems, ventilation equipment and housing 
become more cost-effective as capacity 
expands. For example, a 400-foot poultry 
house doesn’t cost four times the price of a 
100-foot house. It pays to build bigger. 

Bert Greenwalt, a Lonoke County 
farmer and professor of agricultural 
economics at Arkansas State University 
in Jonesboro, explained the two types 

of economies of scale: technical and 
pecuniary. “Technical economies of scale 
come from improvements in engineering or 
technology. Decades ago a 100-horsepower 
tractor pulled equipment that was 12 to 15 
feet wide. Today’s tractors are much larger 
and pull equipment that is 35 feet wide. 
Both width and speed have improved, 
which means that one driver can cover 
more acres per hour. Labor cost per hour 
has gone down.” Greenwalt added that 
economies of scale also apply to grain 
storage. “It’s simple math. The ratio of 

surface area to volume decreases as you 
increase the size of a grain bin.” This 
means it doesn’t cost twice as much to 
double the size of storage. 

The second type of economies of 
scale, pecuniary economies, come from 
the cost savings realized when a seller 
provides a larger volume of product to  
a buyer. Anderson explains, “If a farmer 
is buying a smaller volume of fertilizer 
or seed that is packaged in paper bags, 
the cost per unit is higher than if he  
buys a truckload.”
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Continued on page 16
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Anderson talks of a new trend: very 
large-scale farm operators commanding 
price and transportation arrangements 
with major food producers. Instead of 
the farm operator trucking his product 
to a local elevator, the producer will pick 
up the raw product from the farmer. 
“Grain companies will bring in barges 
for large volumes,” Anderson explains. 

This kind of disruption to the 
traditional ecosystem of farming 
and product delivery has changed 
the landscape, often making it more 
difficult for a smaller-scale farmer to 
succeed and threatening the livelihood 
of local suppliers. “Does society have an 
interest? Is there value to keeping small 
farms in business?” Anderson asks. He 
explains that the giant farm operator 
does not buy his inputs, such as 
fertilizer and seed, from local vendors, 
but instead buys by the truckload 
directly from the manufacturer. This 
trend could force local middlemen to 
close. With commodity prices low, 
profits for the small farmer are already 
slim. Reduced access to local suppliers 
makes the small-farm operator’s job 
even more difficult and expensive. 

While there are still family farms 
in our state, they don’t always fit the old 
stereotype where most of the labor was 
provided by family members. “Large 
farms in Arkansas are not rare. The 
owner of a 10,000-acre farm doesn’t 
live on that farm (but in town),” says 
Anderson. He added that technology 
has enabled the farmer to remain active 
in his operation for a longer stretch of 
life. “Older people can now run farms 
because the physical labor is less than it 
used to be.” 

While some may lament the 
passing of the small-farm era, others 
welcome the increased efficiency, 
reduced environmental impact, and 
easier workday of the bigger, tech-savvy 
agricultural operation. Anderson of 
College of the Ozarks puts it this way: 
“We’ve gone from mules to tractors to 
bigger tractors. Technology adoption 
has been happening since Cyrus 
McCormick invented the reaper. 
Technology is one-way. We don’t  
go back.” 

Continued  from  page 15



Continued  from  page 15
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In a state with a rich agricultural  
history, it’s no surprise we have a 
variety of museums and historical  

sites dedicated to educating people about 
farming and ranching in days gone by.

MUSEUM OF THE ARKANSAS
GRAND PRAIRIE
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What is surprising is that many of our state’s 
citizens have no idea these places exist, and as a 
result, they’re missing wonderful opportunities 
to learn more about the Natural State’s 
agricultural heritage.

The next time you’re planning a trip, we suggest 
you include one of these museums on your list of 
places to visit. In particular, we love the Museum 
of the Arkansas Grand Prairie in Stuttgart, which 
was founded in 1974 by Arkansas County residents 
Bennie Burkett and Jack Crum. This unique facility 
preserves the history of agriculture and the 
pioneers who farmed the Grand Prairie from  
the 1800s to 1921.

The museum began in a 1,500-square-foot 
building on city property. Today, it has grown into 
a 20,000-square-foot structure that holds more 
than 15,000 artifacts donated by area residents, 
many of whom still farm the same land as their 
forefathers. Anyone with an interest in agricultural 

t

The Museum of the Grand Prairie in Stuttgart 
includes one of the most varied collections of historical 
artifacts in the state, including a collection of old 
tractors once used on farms in Arkansas County.

One large section of the museum 
contains recreated storefronts of businesses 

once present in downtown Stuttgart.

Admission is free to the Museum of the 
Arkansas Grand Prairie, a unique facility 
that preserves the history of agriculture and 
the pioneers who farmed around Stuttgart.

history will find it a treasure trove of information about prairie  
farm families and the ways they lived, worked and played. 

“During a walk through the museum, you’ll find all sorts of 
antique farm implements,” says museum curator Gena 
Seidenschwarz. “We have three different hay balers that were used  
in the early hay industry, which is the foundation that Stuttgart was 
built on as we began to embrace the cultivation of rice. We have a 
wonderful assortment of really cool old tractors, including a 1915 
Mogul, a1917 Avery, a 1920 Fordson and many more. We have a 
steam engine and a thrasher that would have worked together 
thrashing rice, and a one-row combine you had to pull. And  
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On the grounds outside, 
visitors can see recreations of 
an 1880s prairie schoolhouse 
and this beautiful Lutheran 
Church built by Stuttgart 
founder Rev. Adam Buerkle.
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those things are just scratching the 
surface of what’s available to see.”

Among the other items exhibited 
are farm tools, plows, buggies, wagons, 
trucks, automobiles, combines and 
even a scale-model crop-dusting plane. 
Visitors also can walk through a 
recreation of Stuttgart in its early  
days, complete with wooden  
sidewalks, mercantile, toy store, 
grocery, millinery shop, jail, post  
office and doctor’s office. 

There are wildlife displays, too,  
an exhibit on the history of rice 
milling, a fish farm display and 
thousands of photographs that  
capture intriguing moments of the 
area’s history. Plus, on the grounds 
outside the main museum, guests  
can tour an early newspaper shop,  
a firehouse with Stuttgart’s first  
fire truck, a replica of a prairie 
schoolhouse established in the 1880s,  
a replica of a nineteenth-century 
prairie home and a beautiful recreation 
of the Lutheran Church built by 
Stuttgart founder Rev. Adam Buerkle.

Be sure not to miss the Waterfowl 
Wing. In the Rice and Duck Capital of 
the World, it’s no surprise many people 
come here to see museum’s nationally 
acclaimed collection of waterfowling 
memorabilia, including hundreds of 
rare duck and goose calls, antique 
decoys, market-hunting guns, boats,  
art and memorabilia from Stuttgart’s 
annual World Championship Duck 
Calling Contest. A favorite of all is 

“Early Morning Duck Hunt on the Grand Prairie,” a lights-and-sound experience  
that lets visitors experience what it’s like to sit in a blind and watch the birds pitch in.

The Museum of the Arkansas Grand Prairie is at 912 E. 4th St. in Stuttgart. 
Admission is free. Hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, and  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. The museum is closed on Sunday and Monday. 

For more information, call 870-673-7001 or visit grandprairiemuseum.org.

t Many museum guests come especially to see the 
Waterfowl Wing with its extensive collection of 
decoys, duck calls and other hunting memorabilia.
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M E M B E R  S E R V I C E S  U P D A T E

ith Christmas season right around the corner, malls 
and shopping centers (and their parking lots) are 
starting to get crowded. Do you want to avoid the 

hustle and bustle of people rushing around trying to find those 
perfect deals for their little ones and family members?

This year I’ve made a decision to do my shopping online, and 
Arkansas Farm Bureau Members can join me. As I pour myself a 
cup of hot chocolate and settle in at home, I’ll take advantage of 
special discounts for local and national retailers that come with 
being a Farm Bureau member. From hunting to home decor and 
casual apparel, Mack’s Prairie Wings has a lot of what I’m looking 
for, and ArFB members get a 10 percent discount on-
line and in-store at this famous Stuttgart institution. 
In addition, the popular, Arkansas-based Turnrows 
Apparel offers an online discount of 15 percent on 
their stylish, farm-inspired clothing.

So, how can you get take advantage of these 
discounts? Get the special online discount codes by 
visiting www.arfb.com and looking under Member 
Benefits. Once there, click on Member Exclusive 
Savings in the menu of categories. From there, you 
will find a link that takes you to a member sign-in. 
When you type in your membership number and zip 
code you’ll get instant access to  
these promo codes and others.

Our members also 
have access to a program 
called SavingsPlus. This is 
a smartphone app to get 
discounts from a variety 
of retailers. To register on 
your mobile phone, go to 
the app store and search for 
“My Deals.” Log in using 
your mobile password: 
101540-membership id#.  
If you don’t have a 

smartphone, you can register on a personal computer. To  
register online go to www.arfb.com and click on the Savings 
Plus link listed under member benefits. You will need to register 
and click submit. Once you have registered, you’ll receive a 
confirmation email. It will take about 7 days to be enrolled.  
If you experience issues with this program you can contact 
support at 888-507-1397.

If you would like to receive discounts like these and many 
more you can become a member by joining today at one of our 
local county Farm Bureau offices. Our office addresses are listed 
on our website www.arfb.com.

Holiday Season Savings by Autumn Wood

W
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UP TO
$750
BONUS CASH

For Arkansas Farm Bureau Members
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HWest 
Memphis

Ford of 
W. Memphis

H
Trotter Ford Lincoln

Pine Bluff

Paris Ford, Inc.
514 West Walnut
Paris, AR 72855
479-963-3051

www.paris-ford.com

De Queen Auto Group, Inc.
863 E. Collin Raye Dr.
De Queen, AR 71832

870-642-3604

Mena Ford, Inc.
1103 Hwy 71 North

Mena, AR 71953
479-394-2214

menaford@sbcglobal.net
www.menaford.com

Central Ford Sales
1801 AR-69 Spur
Truman, AR 72472

870-483-6451

Vaughn Ford Sales, Inc.
106 Hwy 63 West

Marked Tree, AR 72365
870-358-2822

www.vaughnford.com

Red Taylor Ford, Inc.
401 W. Second St.
Corning, AR 72422

870-857-3516
www.redtaylorford.com

Ford of West Memphis
2400 North Service Rd.

West Memphis, AR 72301
870-735-9800

www.fordofwestmemphis.com

Landers Ford
19501 Hwy I-30

Benton, AR 72015
800-264-3673

www.landersford.com

           Excel Ford
            2040 W. Main St.
            Cabot, AR 72023
             501-843-3536

www.excelfordofcabot.com

Smith Ford, Inc.
908 E. Oak St.

Conway, AR 72032
501-329-9881

Trotter Ford Lincoln
3801 Bobo Road

Pine Bluff, AR 72422
888-443-7921

www.trotterford.com
Tried, True, Trotter
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Avoid Knee 
Surgery 

Hot Springs- Knee pain sufferers 
who are facing surgery have found 
hope in a new breakthrough knee 
treatment called Cold Laser 
Therapy.  A Free Knee Pain 
Information Kit is now available that 
reveals how a safe, non-surgical, 
painless therapy not only gets rid of 
knee pain, but also stimulates 
healing of inflamed tissues in and 
around the knee.  In this kit, Dr. 
Roth, DC explains how Cold Laser 
has helped thousands of knee pain 
sufferers get out of pain. If you 
suffer from knee pain, you need to 
order this Kit while supplies last. 
Already had surgery and still in 
pain? Cold Laser can help.  To 
receive your Free Kit Call 
Toll Free (888) 233-3893. 

Hurry, supplies are limited. 
(24 hour recorded message)       

©2015 RMG 





T A S T E  A R K A N S A S

Mamaw’s
Squash Dressing
By Maddison Stewart, ArFB staff

Every family has that one recipe.  
You know, the one that makes  
you think of your family.  

The one that makes you happy when  
you’re cooking it and then makes  
you very happy when you eat it.  
The Sims family of Conway County,  
Western District Farm Family  
of the Year, are no exception.

Travis, Valerie, Will and  
Cordell Sims are a tight-knit  
family that loves what they do,  
which is raising broilers and  
cattle. When I asked Valerie for  
a recipe that represents her  
family, she immediately said,  
“I know what it’s going to be!”

Just a few short days later,  
she emailed me this tasty recipe for her “Mamaw’s Squash Dressing.” 
Take a look below, and try this delicious dish for yourself this holiday 
season. It might just make you think of your family.

•  1 pkg. Mexican Cornbread•  1 tsp. Baking powder•  6 to 7 yellow squash•  1 stick butter•  1 onion, chopped•  1 bell pepper, chopped•  1 jar diced pimento•  1 can cream of mushroom soup• 1/4 cup water•  8oz shredded cheese•  Salt and pepper to taste
Add baking powder to cornbread mix, prepare and bake as directed. Melt butter in heavy skillet. 

Add squash, onion and bell pepper. Sauté until tender. Mix together squash and all other 

ingredients, crumble and slightly stir cornbread into squash mixture. Transfer to casserole dish and 

bake at 300° for 30 minutes.

MAMAW’S SQUASH DRESSING

For more recipes and farm-to-table features, visit TasteArkansas.com.

Photos by Maddison Stewart 
and Keith Sutton
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Mobile
Home

Owners: ROOF KING

Established in 1982

Mobile Home
Super Insulated

Roof Over Systems
40 Year Warranty

Factory Direct From 
Roof King

1-800-748-0645
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by Talya Tate Boerner

In Delta Child, author Talya Tate Boerner draws on her Mississippi County childhood to deliver readers back to 
a simpler time when screen doors slammed, kids tromped cotton, and Momma baked cornbread for supper every 
night. Boerner, a fourth-generation Arkansas farm girl, has been published in "Arkansas Review," "Deep South 
Magazine," and "Delta Crossroads." Her award-winning debut novel, "The Accidental Salvation of Gracie Lee," 
is also set in northeast Arkansas. Follow her blog "Grace Grits and Gardening" (www.gracegritsgarden.com) for 
more tales of Arkansas farming, gardening, and comfort food. 

D E L T A  C H I L D

I live in a decent-sized city now. During harvest, I always 
return home to the farm. The delta soil beneath my Converse, 
the acrid smell of the burn, smoke rising along the flat 

horizon like an offering to some ancient agrarian grain god—
these things keep me grounded.

Daddy died of cancer years ago, yet plain as day I see him 
crouching at the edge of the turnrow. He surveys the field and 
gauges the slight change in wind direction. Farming was his 
religion, the land his Bible. I watch as he tugs the bill of his grimy 
John Deere cap low over his brow and scans the landscape with 
knowing, olive-colored eyes. A dry stalk of wheat jabs from the 
corner of his mouth, the spiked tassel unmoving. A fistful of dirt 
tossed into the air falls straight to his dusty boots. 

It’s time, he says.   
Daddy hoists an old tractor tire from the bed of his Chevy, 

heaves it over the side, and lugs it into the wheat stubble. A long 
length of weighty chain clangs as he drags it across the tailgate. 
With hands permanently tanned from the sun, Daddy fastens the 
chain to his truck hitch then expertly loops it through the tire. 

Ready? 
I nod. 
He spits the stalk of wheat to the ground. 
I hoist myself into the cab of the truck. A fine layer of dust 

coats the dashboard like a thin membrane, dust that seeps into 
the soft leather seats, the vinyl wall panels, cup holders that 
hold a bag of peanuts, a small notepad, and a stubby pencil 
with no eraser. 

Daddy disappears behind the truck. Then, in the time it takes 
for me to lick my finger and write my initials in the dust on the 
console, he slides into the driver’s seat, calmly and in no hurry. 
He pulls sunglasses from his shirt pocket and slips them onto the 
bridge of his nose. 

Flames grow behind us. Daddy puts the truck in gear, and we 
begin weaving through the bumpy field. A bead of sweat breaks 
out above my lip. 

The two-way radio sputters to life. Someone says something 
I don’t understand and Daddy half-chuckles. Farmers have a 
particular language mumbled in monosyllables I can rarely make 
out. He drapes his arm along the top of the seat, turns, watches 
over his shoulder through the grimed-glazed back window. I see 
my reflection in the lenses of his glasses.

Heat builds. 
The bitter smell blooms.  
Flames crackle and grow as the inferno follows behind us. 
Daddy’s farmer friend lost two trucks in five years in wheat 

field fires. He’s lucky to be alive. Each year during harvest, the 
story is re-told down at Keiser Supply like the tallest of tales. But 
I know it’s true. And the knowledge of it weighs on me as I knock 
along the rows with Daddy.  

Suddenly, Daddy yanks his sunglasses from his face and drops 
them in the cup holder with the package of unopened peanuts.  
He twists in the seat and glances sharp to the side window. 

Wind’s shifting. 
I jerk my head to the left, then right, and wonder how he 

knows. Was this a detrimental thing? Why had I asked to tag 
along? I’d never done it before.   

As my heart pounds and my nose burns, Daddy turns the 
truck toward the ditch. He looks at me and grins. Daddy is a  
hard man to know. But I know in the moment, he’s sitting smack 
dab in his element. 

Fifteen years later, just before another harvest, my sister and 
I would visit Daddy in the Methodist Hospital, stare at a man we 
barely recognized, his face swollen from cancer medication, his 
once sharp brain soft as a down pillow. While we watched and 
waited at his bedside, Mississippi County farmer friends came 
together and harvested Daddy’s last crop before their own. I 
believed Daddy knew. Certainly he would be granted one final 
drive down the turnrow either by dream or divinity.  

Today, I don’t remember how the burning tire came loose 
from the truck. But I know Daddy never lost sight of our escape 
route on the upwind side of the field. Just before the entire field 
engulfed us, he drove through the ditch and bounced us to safety 
on the highway. The thrill of it was like nothing I’d ever felt. 

As we watched the fire rage, Daddy said burning wheat 
stubble was good for weed and pest control. He explained the 
importance of crop rotation. I’ll plant soybeans here next, he said. 

Really, it was the most he’d ever said to me. I can’t say how 
much time passed while we sat in his dusty truck but eventually, 
as the sun sank into the next county, the fire smoldered to embers. 
Getting close to suppertime, he said. Daddy opened the bag of 
peanuts and poured most of them in the palm of my hand.  
He saved only a few for himself. 

Burning Wheat






